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was a team win. That’s what it’s
all about)

Even though the rain cleared
before the race, the waves and
current were rough. Waves af-
fected multiple boats coming in
and out during the singles and
doubles rows, something that
helped Klecko win the singles
race.

Avalon’s Ryan Finnegan, who
won the race at the South Jersey
championships last summer, was
in the lead on the way in but got
turned by a wave. Klecko, Finnegan
and Cape May Point’s Ben Swan
all caught a wave near the end, but
Klecko pulled ahead to win. Swan
was second, Finnegan third.

“I like the rough water because
I have been rowing singles for
a lot of years now,’ Klecko said.
“Having the rough waters, I am
used to it. There is a chance you
can catch a great wave in, but it’s
also a crapshoot. You see guys at

Results

Doubles row: 1. Dave Giulian-Gary Nagle (Avalon);
2. Jimmy Nilsen-James Garoh (Upper Township); 3.
Kevin O’'Brien-Dante DeFruscio (North Wildwood)

Men’s box paddleboard race: 1. John Livingstone
(Wildwood); 2. Chase Ritter (Ocean City); 3. Eddie

Fucci (Cape May)

Men’s box swim: 1. Tim Hanway (Avalon). 2. Logan
Manning (Upper Township); 3. Jake Texter (Ocean

City)

Women’s box swim: 1. Becca Cubbler (Avalon); 2.
Rhylee Cornell (Ocean City); 3. Mary Kate Leonard

(Sea Isle City)
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waves, which can set you back.
You need a good start, so it’s the
luck of the draw”’

Jurusz, Fredrick, Sweet and
Priest also won the women’s surf
dash at their home event last
summer. Priest, who ran the final
leg of the race, called the group
“the core four.”

“It felt awesome coming in,”’
Priest said. “It was great to run to
my girls cheering, waving me onin.
I knew we had it in that moment.
I was excited about it. It was defi-
nitely awesome. It’s awesome to do.
I love these girls. I love them all.

“Our mindset was to win on our
beach. We know this water better
than anybody else. We wanted to
come in and be gritty and put it
all out there and do it because we
love our beach and we love our
patrol.”’

Avalon’s Dave Giulian and Gary
Nagle won the doubles row for the
fourth straight summer. Jimmy
Nilsen and James Garoh of Upper
Township were second.

“We have been putting in a lot
of work. I think this is the most
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Women’s box paddleboard race: 1. Brynn Galla-
gher (Ocean City); Maddie Priest (Wildwood Crest);

3. Kylie Fry (Sea Isle)

Singles row: 1. Klecko (Wildwood Crest) 2. Ben Swan
(Cape May Point); 3. Ryan Finnegan (Avalon)

Women’s surf dash: 1. (Wildwood Crest) Sofia Ju-
rusz, Emie Fredrick, Lauren Sweet, Maddie Priest: 2.

(North Wildwood) Henry, McAneney, O’Brien, McFer-

ran; 3. (Sea Isle) Fry, Keenan, Shaak, Stauffer
Men’s surf dash: 1. (North Wildwood) Peyton

Rosenello, Seamus McCain, Chase McCray, Hunter

Bostwick; 2. (Wildwood Crest) Roman Voinea,
Klecko, Mike Reed, Gahe McDevitt; 3. (Sea Isle) Tor-

ney, Pytel, Curcio, Christian

The start of the paddleboard race during the Cape May County Championship
lifeguard races, held on the beach in Wildwood Crest on Monday.

work we have put in so far,” Nagle
said. “I think we had a good pre-
season. We are ready to go.

“Our chief (Matt Wolf) told us
this morning that success isn’t
owned, it’s rented and the rent
is due every day. That’s how we
have been taking this whole sum-
mer, Giulian said. “We show up
every day and work. We are happy
with the result today, but here is
more to be done.”

Avalon won the South Jersey
championship last summer and
will host the event next month.

Avalon’s Tim Hanway won the
men’s box swim. He had only ever
competed in the David J. Kerr Me-
morials, Avalon’s home race. He
had never competed in an out-of-
town race until Monday.

“It’s freaking awesome,” Han-
way said. “Going out there (going
against the waves) was probably
one of the worst things I have ever

done in my life, but coming back
in, that definitely changed.

“Going out was awful. Coming
in was the best thing in my life,”
the 17-year-old said with a smile.
It was amazing. I loved it

Avalon’s Becca Cubbler won the
women’s open box race. She was
glad to get the win, but she was
even more happy for Hanway.

“And we were hoping to do
back-to-back like that, so that
was exciting,” Cubbler said. “We
always do it for the patrol. We train
every day. It means alot to the pa-
trol to be getting these wins.”’

Ocean City’s Rhylee Cornell
placed second in the women’s
swim, Sea Isle City’s Mary Kate
Leonard third.

Cubbler said “going out was
rough because the waves were
pretty big.

“It was a good race, overall. I
am proud of all the other girls,”’

she said.
North Wildwood’s Peyton
Rosenello, Seamus McCain,

Chase McCray and Hunter Bost -
wick won the men’s surf dash for
the fourth straight summer.

“Ifeellike every year I have the
easiest job,” Bostwick said of be-
ing the anchor, praising his three
teammates who helped him have
a lead. “We come here kind of
wanting to dominate. That’s what
we want to do.”

Wildwood’s John Livingstone
won the men’s paddleboard race.
The 2013 St. Augustine Prep
graduate had never won this race
before. He took second a couple
times, including in 2019.

“Iamlucky to have great team-
mates and great teachers,’ Living -
stone said. “A lot of people helped
me along the way. This feels good.
It’s very exciting. I got blown up
by a wave coming in, though. I
was holding on for dear life. I was
lucky to hang on.

Ocean City’s Brynn Gallagher
won the women’s paddleboard.
Her sister, Mia, won in 2022.

Both are surfers, so Brynn loved
the rough waves Monday. She will
attend UNC-Wilmingtonin the fall
and join the surf team with Mia.

“It was a great start to the sum-
mer,” Gallagher said. “It feels re-
ally good. I amreally happy. These
conditions are perfect for me.”’

Contact Patrick Mulranen:
609-272-7217
PMulranen@pressofac.com
Twitter @ACPressMulranen
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