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LIFEGUARD RACES

Crest wins
Cape title

PATRICK MULRANEN
Staff Writer

WILDWOOD CREST — Wildwood
Crest Beach Patrol chief Bud Johnson
is celebrating his 60th summer on the
patrol and 52nd as chief.

A big banner hangs on the patrol’s
headquarters on the Rambler Road
beach to honor his many years of ded-
ication.

Wildwood Crest also gave the chief a
thrilling performance in the 41st Cape
May County Championships on Mon-
day.

Wildwood Crest got 16 points in the
final three events en route to the title
in its home event, pulling ahead and
dethroning three-time champion Ava-
lon. Wildwood Crest won with 23 team
points. Avalon placed second with 22,
Ocean City third (19).

“It’s so awesome,’ said Johnson, not -
ing how the rain was heavy right before
the race but cleared just in time.

“And how about that rainbow that
came out? We hung in there with the
weather. I believed in the weatherman
today. They said it was going to clear,
and we went with the race tonight.
Everything was good. This is my 60th
year, too. This was like a birthday pres-
ent.)”

Wildwood Crest’s Jake Klecko won
the singles row, the third to last race.
Roman Voinea, Klecko, Mike Reed and
Gabe McDevitt placed second in the
men’s surf dash, the second to last. In
the final race, Sofia Jurusz, Emie Fred-
rick, Lauren Sweet and Maddie Priest
won the women’s surf dash. Scoring in
the eight-race event was 6-4-3-2-11for
the first five placers.

The patrol had most recently won the
championship in 2019 and 2021.

“It’s an incredible feeling,” Klecko
said. “It was a great effort. Everybody
played their part. There were so many
people who scored points, and everyone
stepped up. Our women’s dash team
had an incredible dash. We had people
that performed incredibly and took
advantage of the conditions we had. It
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