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® | IFEGUARDS / FUNK,
MILLER CELEBRATE
VETERANS DAY

August 26, 1999 Publication: Press of Atlantic City, The (NJ)  Page: DI~ Word Count: 821

Dennis Funk and George Miller, South Jersey Lifeguard doubles row
champions of 1973- 75, had long since left the Ventnor Beach Patrol in
1987 when they won the North Wildwood Around The Island Row in
record time. This was considered an amazing feat for a builder and
lawyer, both in their mid-30s. OK, so how do you describe their feat
Wednesday, when the two former Ventnor oarsmen again won the
Around The Island Row, breaking their own 12-year-old record by 36

seconds?

That's right, the 48-year-old Miller, and Funk, now 47 and less famous than his rowing sons
Andrew and David, dominated a field of 22 other crews to win the 21-mile row in 2 hours, 55

minutes, 30 seconds. Their old 1987 mark was 2:56:06.

Funk and Miller led from the early going in the counter-clockwise race around Wildwood island,
and they finished about 150 yards ahead of North Wildwood's Kevin Gross and Romolo Forcino.
The Ventnor team of Jim McDevitt and Mike Skey took third, six boat-lengths behind North

Wildwood. Margate's Carl Smallwood Jr. and Rich Kugle placed fourth.
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"The navigation job by Dennis was the best I've ever seen,” sternman Miller said. "In all the races

we've rowed, it's the best job he's ever done. The wind was tricky, and when it changed he moved

. the direction of the stern of the boat."

"We got second last year (to Mike Alton and Ted T'rankel of Atlantic City) and that encouraged us.

['ve lifted weights for a year, and that's something I've never done."

The sandbar at the Hereford Inlet at the top of Wildwood was much less a factor in the race than in

the past several years, and the Ventnor alumni crew cut right inside it.

"I was in North Wildwood early this summer, and I looked at the inlet and saw that the sandbar
was gone," Funk said. "I went back and told George that this year there was going to be a record

by someone. We trained harder this year than ever, especially in the last two months."

"After the year we won it in 1987, we always wanted to be top-five, because if you can do that you
always give yourself a chance to win. Navigation 1s important. Sometimes the shortest distance

between two points 1s not a straight line."

Funk and Miller and their trademark blue-bottom boat came ashore at 15th Avenue after the race,

and Funk hugged son Andrew, who's now a two-time South Jersey champion rower himself.

"I'm really excited that he did this well," Andrew Funk, a spectator Wednesday, said. "I expected
him to do well, but this is unbelievable. I'm proud of him, especially for getting the record. It he's

still rowing, maybe I have that many years left, too."

Gross and Forcino had their best finish in the event. The two were fourth last year and seventh in
1997. "I've rowed it five times, and I keep learning," Forcino said. "We kept back around fifth or
sixth and tried to make a good charge around the Cape May Bridge (about three-quarters of the
way into the race, near the bottom of Wildwood). Margate (Smallwood and Kugel) and Ventnor

(McDevitt and Skey) really battled with us for second in the ocean at the beginning of Wildwood

(with three miles to go)."

McDevitt, who returned to the Ventnor patrol this summer after six years, has won several
important doubles races in the past, including the Margate Memorials in 1989, 1992-93, and the
Dutch Hoffman's in 1993. Skey was in an undefeated Harvard University {reshman eight boat in
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1998. He'll challenge this year for a varsity eight scat.

‘ Funk and Miller weren't the only veterans in the race. Longport Beach Patrol co-captain Mike

McGrath was in his 20th consecutive Around The Island Row. McGrath, who's been second three

times and third twice, took fitth Wednesday with B.J. F'ox.

RESULTS

1. Ventnor alumni (Dennis Funk-George Miller) 2:55.30: 2. North Wildwood (Kevin Gross-
Romolo Forcino) 2:57.20; 3. Ventnor (Jim McDevilt-Mike Skey) 2:57.41; 4. Margate (Carl
Smallwood Jr-Rich Kugel) 2:59.06; 5. Longport (B.J. Fox-Mike McGrath) 3:01.07; 6. Upper
Township alumni (Chris McCann-Brian O'Shea) 3:01.35; 7. Wildwood (Steve McGuinn-Mike
Regan) 3:01.48; 8. North Wildwood (Tom Ogden-Dan McGuinn) 3:02.02; 9. Wildwood (Steve
Stocks-Tom Kilian) 3:03.58; 10. Ventnor alumni (Scott Jones-Jim Mason) 3:04 46; 11. Margate
alumni (Jim Swift-John Kelley) 3:05.46; 12. Cape May (Jim Wadlow-John Swift) 3:06.43; 13.
Ventnor (Paul Money-Greg Smith) 3:09.01; 14. Avalon (Craig Whitchead-Brendan Marzano)
3:09.22: 15. Longport (Nick Grasso-Brian Duffey) 3:11.55; 16. Cape May (Eric Mogck-Tim
Fiocchi) 3:12.30; 17. Wildwood Crest (Rick Greco-Ron Ayres) 3:13.47; 18. Jim Grimley-Pat
Armstrong) 3:14.27; 19. North Wildwood (Terry McGovern-Mike Reed) 3:14.50; 20. Wildwood
Crest (Tom Pietrzak-Mike D'Amico) 3:14.59. 21. Cape May (Terry Randolph-Marty Iranco)
3:15.19; 22. Wildwood Crest (Tom Fredericks-Matt Bablyski) 3:16.34: 23. Wildwood (Ed

Schneider-Collin Jessberger) 3:17.39.
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